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Vermont State Colleges System Board of Trustees Congratulate Castleton University Interim President, 
Dr. Jonathan Spiro, On His Retirement  

MONTPELIER, VT —Today the Board of Trustees of the Vermont State Colleges System announced the 
retirement of Dr. Jonathan Spiro, Interim President of Castleton University, on January 3, 2022. 
President Spiro has given nearly twenty years of service to Castleton University and the Vermont State 
Colleges system as a faculty member, administrator, and most recently as Castleton University Interim 
President since May 2020.  
 
Board Chair Lynn Dickinson stated, “I offer my sincerest thanks to President Spiro for his many years of 
service to Castleton University and the Vermont State Colleges system. As Interim President, Dr. Spiro 
led Castleton though a tremendously challenging time as it navigated the challenges of the pandemic 
and the resulting impacts on students and employees. Most recently, he established the Center for 
Teaching and Learning at Castleton, fostered a rise in student retention, and steered Castleton through 
their ten-year accreditation visit from the New England Commission on Higher Education, among many 
other accomplishments. When I reflect on President Spiro’s long career at Castleton, his time in the 
classroom as a professor of history, his notable research on eugenics, race, and American history, and 
his many successful endeavors as an academic dean and department Chair particularly stand out. While 
we will certainly feel the loss of President Spiro at Castleton, we wish him the best in his retirement.” 
  
Chancellor Sophie Zdatny added, “President Spiro is known for his collaborative approach, his 
thoughtfulness, and his sense of humor. We are very proud of his good work as Interim President, 
particularly his focus on creating a welcoming, inclusive campus with strong employee and student 
morale and pride in the University. His success in expanding Castleton’s programming to Bennington and 
Killington, his tremendous accomplishments in increasing alumni giving and engagement, and his good 
work leading the community through the first two years of the pandemic are particularly notable. 
President Spiro dedicated the majority of his professional career to Castleton as a faculty member, 
administrator, and leader. We are grateful for his service, professional expertise and contributions, and 
his community engagement, and we wish him well in his very deserved retirement.” 
 
The Board of Trustees also announced today that Castleton University’s Provost, Dr. Thomas Mauhs-
Pugh, has accepted the position of interim President, effective January 3, 2022. Dr. Mauhs-Pugh has 
served as Castleton’s Provost and chief academic officer since 2019. Prior to coming to Castleton, he 
spent twenty-two years at Green Mountain College, where he served as Provost and Vice President of 
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Academic Affairs, Interim President, Dean of the Faculty, Education Department Chair, and as a 
Professor of Education.  
 
Dr. Mauhs-Pugh received his Ph.D. in History and Philosophy of Education, with Distinction, from 
Syracuse University, his M.A.T. in English from Brown University, and his B.A. in English from the 
University of Massachusetts at Amherst. In addition to his time as a professor and administrator at 
Green Mountain College, he brings a wealth of experience from previous positions at the University of 
Vermont, Dartmouth College, and Rocky Mountain College. While Dr. Mauhs-Pugh has distinguished 
himself in academia, he also is embedded in the local community with previous service on the Poultney 
School Board and as a Justice of the Peace.   
 
VSCS Board Chair Lynn Dickinson noted, “the Board of Trustees is pleased to announce the appointment 
of Dr. Thomas Mauhs-Pugh as Interim President of Castleton University. Dr. Mauhs-Pugh is an 
experienced administrator and committed member of the Castleton community. He brings a wealth of 
knowledge both from his tenure at Castleton and his time at Green Mountain College to this role and we 
are confident he will continue his strong track record as Interim President. Dr. Mauhs-Pugh will be an 
excellent leader for Castleton during this period of transition and we look forward to working with him 
as he settles into his new role in January.”  
 
Chancellor Zdatny added, “Dr. Mauhs-Pugh has been a tremendous asset to Castleton University as 
Provost and has been instrumental in the work to unify the academic programs of Castleton University, 
Northern Vermont University, and Vermont Technical College as we continue the transition to Vermont 
State University in 2023. With his strong academic background, commitment to the Rutland County 
community, and innovative and strategic leadership style, we are confident Dr. Mauhs-Pugh will be a 
tremendously successful Interim President at Castleton.” 
 
Dr. Thomas Mauhs-Pugh offered congratulations to President Jonathan Spiro on his coming retirement 
and stated, “I am honored to serve Castleton University and its outstanding students. Our campus is 
positioned to thrive well into the future with strong enrollment, immense gains in first- to second-year 
student retention, and many new initiatives on the horizon. Adding its strengths to the proposed 
Vermont State University will expand access to Castleton’s programs and open new opportunities to our 
students from our sister institutions." 
 
For the benefit of Vermont, the Vermont State Colleges system provides affordable, high quality, student-centered, 
and accessible education, fully integrating professional, liberal, and career study, consistent with student 
aspirations and regional and state needs. The Vermont State Colleges system includes Castleton University, the 
Community College of Vermont, Northern Vermont University, and Vermont Technical College. Learn more at 
www.vsc.edu.  
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