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If none of the categories of stakeholder in the prior question apply to you, please explain

your interest and/or affiliation with VSCS:

If none of the categories of stakeholder in the prior question apply to you...

Why in God's name are you spending hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of thousands of dollars to hire consultants and bring in temporary
employees when the system is in crisis? If we're paying the Chancellor's Office for strategic leadership, why the hell are you farming that out to
random third-party, for-profit organizations? What is your purpose? To hold meetings about holding a meeting about hiring a consultant and then
meet to discuss the meetings the consultant wants to hold?

Alumni

I am a prospective student who would like to get more career education

I am a prospective student of possibly Castleton or VTC, and a former student of CCV

I am a community member who cares about the success of the colleges, and a prospective future student who wants the colleges to still exist in the
future. I have attended CCV, and have close friends who have attended and are employed at Castleton and VTC.

Professor Emeritus of the Humanities

Parent of current student
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What do you see as the potential strengths and successes of the system transformation?

What do you see as the potential strengths and successes of the system tran...

Coming together is a strength for financial reasons.

It appears the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion “discussions” are slowly moving forward on the Castleton cam[us as well as through the. BOT DEI
Committee. That is progress (something is better than nothing)

Letting people do sports no matter which institution they attend.

none really, except - if done right - parity across campuses

I see the opportunity to enhance the college system in Vermont, making it more obtainable and affordable for Vermonters to utilize this amazing
college system in state. Also the ability to offer programs in more areas around the state such as Nursing since there is a terrible shortage of nurse
everywhere! Maybe even offer night/weekend classes as part of the program.

Cost efficiencies, sharing of resources

Possibly eliminating the Chancellor's Office and firing all the goddamn morons who put our system in this mess and yet have been given the power
to get it out of it for reasons unknown

Faculty, students, alumni, facilities, reputation, community support, existing record of success.

I believe that the only strengths to this change are financial and it’s disappointing that money is enough reason for these changes.

better services

Shared pool of resources, economy of scale

There are definitely benefits to the transformation. There is the financial benefit, but also the ability to allow for increased networking and ease of
navigating degree options. Imagine, students will be able to do research within the Vermont’s State College system to identify which unique college
is perfect for them. Also, the system will be able to work as one to improve elements of each college/university and allow for networking between
each.

Reduce costs of operation

Resources (financial, people, libraries, etc.) would be consolidated allowing there a chance to greatly improve one or more colleges/campuses.

Keeping our University alive.

I see strength in what a consolidation can do from a collective standpoint, but in a sense of identifying the system's own strengths and weaknesses
and reallocating resources effectively. It can allow the Vermont State system to be steered in one direction. If executed properly this can provide a
greater sense of "Vermont community" while not eroding each campus' individual sense of community.

Financial stability, allegedly

Maybe structural changes to current curriculum? Not sure. I don't see any strengths in it really.

The college system needs to streamline administrative costs. And this plan does that.



What do you see as the potential strengths and successes of the system tran...

We have a lot to offer people and that will be seen by the students of the other schools who express interest in out location

I see tremendous opportunity to create a vibrant leader in higher education in a multi-campus state university. I am excited to be a part of such a
transformative time.

I do not see any strengths for the students at Castleton and feel we are losing our identity to a large public institution which is exactly what I did not
want leaving HS

I see none except the state of Vermont covering their tracks after years of mismanagement.

possibility of coordinating across campuses and with UVM

Survival. Accessibility.

I think that for our department, the opportunity to reach other students from the northern part of the state is a potential strength

There can be benefits gained from economies of scale, not only in cost savings but by expanding offerings to students.

Reduce program redundancy across CU & NVU. Better crediting & transfer system betweek institutions--if CCV is willing to come to the table.

Economic interest, a way to save money and keep the college systems running financially in a stable condition

Reduced administrative costs. Increases access to programs for students. More transparency.

cost saving, strength in numbers, a more unified state college system, ease of transfer for students

Finally being able to start fresh

None

More funding

Perhaps a bigger shared pot of money allowing the schools as a group to coordinate on creating some new programs. Also, a possibility of
coordinating the nursing programs on the various campuses. I think nursing should continue to be taught everywhere it is currently taught, including
online; something that would be awesome would be if the nursing programs could all be fluid with each other, so students can seamlessly continue
their education on a different campus if they want to in order to pursue other opportunities on that campus or if they need to because they move for
an unrelated reason. I also see an increased possibility of students creating individualized majors and innovating across multiple disciplines. I think
there should be a system-wide individualized major option. Students can create careers of the future.

easier transfer of course credits from one campus to another

It will ideally be more efficient, with no degradation of quality.

Nothing.



What do you consider are the potential weaknesses and risks of the system

transformation?

What do you consider are the potential weaknesses and risks of the system t...

Chancellor and Board of Trustees: I call your attention to an article in The Nation. https://www.thenation.com/article/economy/universities-budget-
cuts-covid/ The article warns about the transformation of higher education into an "industry... rather than a public good funded by taxes." Sadly, this
exactly describes the VSCS transformation plan. In fact, the rpk GROUP's final report refers to higher education as an "industry" that serves the
economy. We can, and must, do better! Barbara Madeloni, a facilitator with Public Higher Education Workers understands the problem: “We’ve been
underfunding and defunding public higher education for a couple of decades now (referring to state and federal funding). This was an issue before
the pandemic hit, and the crisis of the pandemic has been a place where there are universities that are stepping in and trying to take advantage of
that and, in doing so, change the nature of what it means to be a public university—to have full access for all students, to have a broad and deep
and liberatory education—and to instead narrow the purposes and possibilities of public higher ed to exert a sort of market- and commodity-based
system on it, rather than to preserve it as a public good that is essential to democracy.” Indeed, rpk GROUP report not only refers to higher
education as an "industry," they use "labor market demand" as their criteria for "Academic Portfolio Recommendations." I question rpk Group's
conclusion that eliminating programs and increasing class size will "improve access and opportunity." That makes no sense. Fewer course offerings
and larger class sizes will make VSCS less desirable to prospective students. The plan has even bigger problems. The focus, a "workforce-centered
future," and purpose, "to meet the needs of employers and the economy," are woefully inadequate as a vision and purpose for higher education!
Upton Sinclair understood the problem: "We have allowed the education of our youth to fall into the absolute control of a group of men [and women]
who represent not only a minority of the total population but have, at the same time, enormous economic and business stakes in what sort of
education it shall be.” The purpose of public higher education should be to "further the welfare of mankind" (Sinclair), not merely serve American
capitalism. It is not too late to show true leadership and develop a plan that serves the needs of people and the planet. If you don't, who will?

VTC is a technical college— the others are not.

Appears the BOT is moving very cautiously, with plans to gather public input this fall. I worry that the large contingent of racist Vermonter who are
already meeting and organizing.

As a sport coach new to the system, name recognition of NVU is virtually nil. Most of the recruiting sites I use still know the schools as Lyndon State
and Johnson State 3+ years after the merger. I'm trying to understand why the system can't do something like the Penn State system or UNC
system and become University of Vermont - Lyndon, UV Johnson, UV Castleton, etc. Right now I need to buy new, branded equipment that will last
5-10 years (if not longer) and don't want to put our school name on the equipment as it will likely change soon. In addition, the shared admissions
databases for the NVU campuses are a hindrance to recruiting due to both campuses trying to recruit the same students. In addition, the NVU
website is not conducive to me recruiting student athletes. When looking at degree programs (and everything else) I have to tell them not to look at
the Johnson info as they are our opponent (have already lost 1 student this way). The website should have 1 main landing page, then a separate set
of pages for each campuses with no crossover...or separate sites for each campus (like other state system schools around the country) - like UNC
Greensboro is separate fro UNC Pembroke or PSU Altoona is separate from PSU Behrend, etc.

Losing the identity and brand of each individual institution

Farming out key decision-making to people unfamiliar with the system, the campuses, the personnel, and the state, leaving the same useless
bureaucrats who tanked the system to congratulate themselves on their "leadership" by holding another meeting

https://www.thenation.com/article/economy/universities-budget-cuts-covid/


What do you consider are the potential weaknesses and risks of the system t...

The Vermont State Colleges System (VSCS) has been described as “broken.” The truth is that decades of underfunding forced the system to run on
fumes. Finally, during a blizzard-like pandemic, it ran out of gas. Vermont ranks 50th, dead last, in funding higher education. In fact, during the past
three decades, the family share of the cost of higher education at VSCS increased from 60% to 87% while the state share decreased from 40% to
13%. The final report of the Select Committee on the Future of Higher Education in Vermont asserts “Vermont’s low level of support for its public
institutions make them heavily reliant on funding from tuition revenue, a condition that has worsened through the years. Today, in no other state do
students cover a larger share of the costs of higher education than Vermont, where students shoulder 87% of the burden.” And yet, “demographics”
are often blamed for declining enrollments at VSCS, despite Vermont’s robust high school graduation rates. The problem is not demographics; the
problem is austerity. The good news is that the Vermont Legislature has stepped up to begin to meet funding needs: $21 million in bridge funding to
finally fill the gas tank, $30.5 million annual appropriation (a $5 million increase) to help keep the tank full. An additional $20 million will be spent on
a system-wide transformation which, in my view, is an unnecessary engine overhaul when an oil change would do. While most agree it’s too late to
put the brakes on this transformation, it may not be too late to steer it in a more beneficial direction. Currently, we find ourselves in the passenger
seat of an austerity-driven, transformation plan with various groups of consultants alternately at the wheel. For example, most concerning is the final
report presented by rpk GROUP, a Maryland consulting firm hired to make “Academic Portfolio Recommendations.” The consultant refers to higher
education as an “industry” that serves the economy. Consequently, rpk Group has identified “gaps” in academic offerings using “labor market
demand” as their criteria for evaluation. I believe it would be more beneficial to think of higher education as a public good with the potential to serve
society as a whole. I question rpk Group’s conclusion that eliminating programs and increasing class size will “improve access and opportunity.” That
makes no sense. These are thinly disguised cost-cutting recommendations. In addition to being austerity driven, the transformation plan is ill-
conceived in that it places “workforce development” at the center and seeks primarily to “meet the needs of employers and the economy.” This
narrow focus is a major flaw in the plan. If we allow employers to hijack higher education in order to outsource their job training programs, who will
educate our citizens? What we need is a broader vision that puts human development at the center and seeks to meet the needs of people and the
planet. Our students deserve no less.

You are taking away school individuality, ruining the individual experiences of student who chose Castleton for a reason, there will be no president
on campus which is absurd, and these cuts will take away opportunities to the students such as the cutting of more programs which are shared
between the campuses.

bringing in bad leadership from the other schools and making Castleton just like johnson college was.

I chose Castleton (State College at the time) over UVM or other large state Unis because I did not want that large campus, large University feel. I
had a visit at UMASS Amherst where it was so big, the different departments knew nothing about each other. I grew up next to URI and didn't want
that. CSC was much more cohesive across disciplines because it was smaller and more intimate, that's what many out-of-staters went to VT for and
really enjoyed meeting "the locals" who choose it over UVM. This was during a time of transformation, when the stadium was being built and many
were concerned back then (2010ish) that the heart of the school would be lost by becoming overgrown

The biggest and most detrimental risk is that of each college/university losing their own uniqueness. That starts from the name of the school all the
way to the degree options it has, and everything in between. I think it is very important that if you are to do a transformation, it should only occur if
each college/university is able to maintain its current strengths and uniqueness, and strengthen the weakness with collaboration.

The whole brand of Castleton University will be lost and detrimental to the purpose of obtaining more students.

When applying for jobs, many employers ask where you went to school and got your degree. After the transformation, I feel as though that when
you tell potential employers the name of the school you went to and they look up the school and find out that it doesn’t exist, the employer may
think that you have gave them false information. Also, there would be no form of validation to give to the student or an alumni like myself in that
they actually went to a university and earned a degree.

Coat for rebranding.

This transformation will erode the only feasible options for many students by eliminating programs that the particular schools they are going to offer.
I know that if Castleton did not have the geology program when I enrolled, I would not have ended up in the Vermont State system. I am thankful
the program lasted as long as it did. With the loss of programs comes the potential loss of faculty members with knowledge and experience that you
will not find anywhere else. Losing programs may also contribute to losing students. I feel this may especially be true in the natural sciences
departments where the ability to make it to a particular campus for necessary labs is critical. With my particular situation, I can say that I would not
have been able to continue my degree program in the Vermont State system if the program or certain courses were eliminated, but remained
"available in the Vermont State Colleges" as there would have been no other Vermont school that I could have feasibly commuted to. As an athlete
(not at the college level) and general sports/athletic program lover it pains me to say that it may be more feasible to consolidate athletic programs
rather than academic programs, especially in a system that does not offer athletic scholarships to the students participating in these programs. That
said, I do not know what kind of funding the athletic programs bring into each school and how that gets allocated within that school. I do know that
there are many students who are attracted to schools by their athletic program and the sense of community that those particular programs may
provide.



What do you consider are the potential weaknesses and risks of the system t...

Loss of identity and tailored approach to individual school needs. The name is honestly off putting. Keeping the original identities of the schools
would go a long way to maintaining the small, campus with a big heart mentality of Castleton. With one President for the united schools, individual
attention on campus would not be the same and harm the system as a whole. Unique identity is integral to the success of Castleton.

I am an Alumni of Castleton. I think this merger is a bit ridiculous. It's all a money thing it seems to me. If my old professors are emailing me saying
this isn't the best thing for a school I graduated from, then I 100% stand behind them. Merging all VSC schools, losing all of their identities, and only
having 1 president fro 3 campuses is absurd. You really lose that hometown feel. And the hometown feel is a HUGE selling point to incoming
students and faculty members.

The state as a whole has worked hard to generate a name for our colleges and universities. If they come under one name we will loose what VTC
and Castleton have become known for.

The name changes are going to put a huge dent in the Castleton spirit. The name of Castleton and our small town are important to us. We pride
ourselves on being an extremely small school with big school experiences and opportunities. The name change is important to alumni and donors,
they may feel that because of the name change that their time donating to the school is not worth it because it is no longer the institution it once
was. We are the ones providing help to our more in debt neighbors and the only thing we don't want to come out of this is the change of the name. I
understand that in order for it to be part of the change and a part of the same system it needs to be VSC but keep it VSC Castleton. The name is
huge and changing it is so discouraging to the culture we have built.

1. Using CIP codes to design a framework for academic offerings across the campuses within the newly formed university is not a nuanced enough
approach to determine Vermont's unique position in the higher-ed landscape. We have a unique brand and opportunity to attract students for the
experience of college in Vermont. Where one program may look noncompetitive on a national job numbers basis, it maybe have demand as a
Vermont program. 2. This analysis (rpkGroup) is incomplete as it excludes CCV and Online programs. The distinction between CCV and the other
campuses results in a big blind spot in our evaluation of the system-wide efficiencies we seek. The boundaries between online and residential
programs are being blurred more and more every day. Excluding Online programs from our reevaluation of academic offerings is arbitrary and
motivated by policies that are not in service of our goal of achieving broad systemic optimization and efficiencies. We will not be able to have a
holistic approach to managing the VSCS at a system level if, CCV and Online programs are somehow thought of as different or "special". Until we
include the entire system that is VSCS, we will not achieve system level optimization.

Large no local control over decisions on campus - no identity - also I feel like the research at Castleton is becoming non important and we are
becoming a large " workforce development " institution - no one on campus is happy and many freshman feel betrayed

We will lose countless out of staters due to this, and each campus I believe will suffer greatly from this. While we want kids from vermont staying,
this move seems specifically geared to push away any outside students

cutting too many programs, making some programs unavailable to students if the only campus that offers it is one the student is not able to
commute to or move to

The joining of Lyndon and Johnson was too superficial. This must be avoided this time. Vermont Tech is very respected in its own right, despite an
unlovely and aging campus. It gets very high cost/benefit marks on a national basis. I'd hate to see it eclipsed by the merger.

I have several concerns: 1. I know the incredible work that we have done at CU to build the Music Education and Music BA programs. We have gone
through RIGOROUS Precip and ROPA reviews to be sure that we were offering a comprehensive degree program that is aligned with standards and
comparable to other schools -- the music "education" program being offered at NVU is NOT the same standard of "music education" offerings -- it is
more of a variety of independent studies and the end result is a "Licensure Option" which is not a degree that I would use to hire anyone looking for
a music ed position. After hiring MANY music teachers, I look for the B.M. Ed first -- because that tells me that they have truly had the program that
will prepare them best for the classroom. 3. The name change is of great concern. When it was announced that there would be a closure of NVU
Johnson/Lyndon, alumni and the community rallied -- and some of that was for the PLACE that they graduated from and called home. For 234
years, the name of Castleton has been a staple of Vermont. Legacy students are proud to carry on the tradition of attending the small university.
Taking away the name of the university takes away so much of that tradition -- and 234 years of tradition are gone. I was thinking of this with the
commencement video and wondered about the Alma Mater -- which would never be sung again. 4. This transformation right now, as we recover from
COVID and the loss of enrollment in addition to the incentives for students to attend community colleges for free, etc. is having an incredible impact
on our abilities to recruit and build enrollment. We have had students audition that have chosen other colleges outside of the state due to the
uncertainty of what is happening in the VSC right now. 5. I truly feel that the President of the University is the face of the college. It is great to see
him/her on campus at events, etc. What will the Presidency look like with so many colleges to visit and immerse themselves in? Or will they just
become a figurehead and name on a letterhead in some office in Montpelier?



What do you consider are the potential weaknesses and risks of the system t...

I think the approach ignores the reasons that students choose VSC institutions; so many students want a small college environment that is based on
relationships in learning.

A huge weakness in this plan is trying to change the name of Castleton University. Every single student I have spoken with on this topic is upset.
EVERY single one. Renaming Castleton is a disservice to the students and the community built around the University. Castleton is an institution in
the Rutland area, a cultural hub, and a place of pride. It belongs to the town of Castleton. Renaming the university will only cause dissatisfaction
within the student body and community confusion. I implore the board not to change the name.

Vermont Tech will be swallowed up by the larger universities & their priorities.

Students not being able to have a ton of choice based on Vermont colleges they attend. While they will be different locations, I think courses and
programs will unify between colleges, and some students may prefer programs (such as music education) at one college rather than the other. If
they do unify and programs combine into one, I feel more students might leave VT because of limited options.

Losing the branding that institutions have worked for so long to create and uphold. Castleton, in particular, contributes more to the VSC system than
any other individual institution. It risks more than any other in this merger and there is great worry that this will not be taken into consideration.

Staff, faculty and students could end up feeling lost in the system as it gets bigger.

Not changing old habits and investing into wasteful advertisements and in things that actually do not benefit students on campus (No offense, ask
most students on campus and facility, the “Do North Campaign” was a disaster and almost shutdown our school.” Another major issue that occurs
with this transformation is the fact that the administration and VSCS have no common sense in modern day economics, you guys are basically in
the cave man age compared to other college campuses. This isn’t meant to be an insult also, this is just the brutal honest truth coming from a
student who cares about their campus and community and wants to see this area have more economic opportunities that will have more people
attend schools in Vermont.

We are going to lose Castleton University. Loss of the school name.

We are losing history in eliminating the Castleton name as well as forcing CU to “bail out” other failing schools. We cannot expect CU to thrive while
now handling the finances from other schools. This will allow CU to fall with the remaining schools.

Virtual classes taught by professors at other university locations. I have heard this is a possibility from my professors and am very against this. In
person learning is very valuable and should be available to everyone who wants it.

possible loss of important programs, possible loss of geographic accessibility- for example, if the only courses in the topic I want to study in the
Vermont system are located at a campus 2 hours from where I live, I won't actually be able to take those courses. Avoiding duplication of courses
means that some people won't have any such courses within a reasonable distance they can travel. I very much hope that you will have LOTS of
online courses and courses with online options so that people can still take courses they want to take, even if the only one is hours from where they
live. You should keep all the online stuff and even increase it.

A lot of faculty disruption.

When you read the goals and plans for the merger of the Vermont state universities and colleges, it does not sound like the intent is to create
outstanding centers of higher education to attract students but instead to convert them to inexpensive, primarily commuter or remote learning
vocational educational factories. That's not a university system. (My detailed comments and concerns are listed below in the 'other comments'
section below.)

Losing our individual school branding is a big mistake. We run the risk of becoming "UVM-light" No discussion on how financially we will help BIPOC
students.(Vermont continues to have a racist image) No commitment to academic quality is indicated.

It is upsetting as a student to see that the university I attend right now will undergo changes in the middle of my career here and we are not being
given any information whatsoever until decisions have long been made. It is only going to deter more students due to the combination of campuses,
and athletics.



What opportunities does system transformation provide?

What opportunities does system transformation provide?

The opportunity to create a vision and purpose that serve the needs of people and the planet.

It's fun and fashionable to be different, but not in the way the VSCS is right now. Enrolling at Northern Vermont University three-four years ago, I
didn't know it was part of a system. To me, the "system" was two campuses wide. Castleton, VTC, CCV--I considered them competition colleges, not
sister schools, for two years. The system transformation unifies the system branding to unknowing stakeholders and future stakeholders. It helps us
create that prestigious "university" brand we're looking for.

The VSC should model the VT AOE’s commitment to DEI efforts. The lack of progress signals that lack of importance.

Letting all students at all the college do all the sports at all the colleges.

not many in my point of view.

Done well, it could save public higher ed in Vermont. Done poorly (spoiler: we are here) it will not solve a single long-term structural problem facing
the system. You can't consultant your way out of the fact that we are way too top heavy and that most of upper admin needs to get canned.

We have an opportunity to align public higher education with the our human needs and focus on the development of our true human potential. This
plan seems not to recognize that opportunity and potential. .

The option to move away from the standard semester schedule and move toward a trimester system. Allowing for more in person classes to be
taking at VT tech that they would not get at any other campus. For Example, enhancing the many STEM oriented programs that exist at VT Tech but
only deliver a Certificate or Associates and get them to the Bachelors level. Once there moving toward the trimester schedule and have one trimester
be a "techmester" allowing students from the other institutions to study those programs in person at VT tech. As a football coach I would love the
ability to recruit Architecture, Engineering, Programming majors. These are the majors of the future and are high paying. A student could spend the
fall and spring trimesters at the campus of choice and then take the winter trimester to be physically at VT tech taking those type of classes.

Strictly financial

possible better transfer

Hopefully, with a greater pool of resources and larger student body, programs can be brought back and added, or at least the existing ones bolstered
against elimination.

Navigation ease, networking, collaborating for optimal student success.

Just in cost savings

Each campus can be themed differently based on degrees being offered. For instance one campus could be the sciences based while another
campus is journaling and media, and another campus hosts business, law, and history (literature-based) degrees. This could allow more space for
more classes, classrooms, and potential students. Each college could still keep their names potential for the most part (example: Castleton
University is instead called the Castleton campus).

Unity.

This transformation may provide the opportunity for schools to access resources from each other that they may not otherwise have.

The ability to continue to provide educations



What opportunities does system transformation provide?

To establish VSCS as a industry leader in creative pedagogy and administration in service of our students.

Helpful for other institutions

The opportunity to take away what makes each of these schools their own.

possible coordination of programs, including in innovative ways. The one I'm thinking of now, and wishing for, is some way for the athletic trainer
education to apply toward a doctorate in physical therapy, so if someone goes through the athletic trainer program and then works as an athletic
trainer for a few years and then wants to become a physical therapist, most of the profession-specific coursework they did in the ATC program would
transfer into the DPT program so they already have a lot of progress toward DPT. It would mean offering high-level skills in the athletic trainer
program that transfer to physical therapy. Another idea of a way to coordinate: perhaps making the BS in kinesiology at Castleton its own degree
that has some course options so that people can tailor it as pre-ATC (continuing at Castleton) or pre-DPT (continuing at UVM) or pre-PA or pre-med,
or tailored to be in tandem with a BSN to give it a sports medicine / orthopedic emphasis.. So people could use the BS in Kinesiology program as a
pre-professional track for a few various health care professions. They would go into those professions with the right prerequisites (the BS in
Kinesiology would contain electives that people could choose between, to tailor it to the prerequisites for the field they want to pursue) and with a
strong foundation in sports medicine that could be applied to a variety of health care fields. The BS in Kinesiology would be able to used as a
versatile pre-health-care-profession sports medicine specialist track, rather than just being a BS degree thrown into a 5-year masters program, that
has no value of its own. People could use it as a jumping off point for a variety of health care fields. So it would be a more meaningful degree in
itself. It needs reworking anyway, because right now there seems to be a lot of repetition in the BS Kinesiology to MS in Athletic Training track. Also,
since VT is a sprawly rural state and some people don't have the flexibility to move or commute long distances, there should be a lot of online
options for courses and whole degrees. This can also save money on infrastructure and on-campus services. The state university system could be
putting most of their resources into professors salaries and other essentials. Also, it is an opportunity to cut down administrative expenses. I don't
know if maybe some administrators could re-skill as professors.

Reduce the number of people in administration. If you walked the hall of that area in Lyndon you saw a lot of empty offices and people not seeming
to be working very hard. I put in a request regarding transfer credits (via e-mail) that got no response for over a year. Had to bring it up again twice
before resolution. A combined administration (with few onsite people) could make this worse, so we would need a known "complaint" department.

I think if we considered turning CU into the Fine and Performing Arts School for VT would be one opportunity. We have the only true "stage" and
facility of the colleges and this would definitely improve the recruitment/enrollment numbers -- instead of having NVU Johnson and CU fighting over
the same students to keep programs going -- especially with the competition with UVM, this could create one STRONG program in one location
which could turn us into the "school of fine and performing arts" choice for students in Vermont as well as out of state.

There is the opportunity to reduce administrative overhead.

Finance? Lower attendance cost for students?

cost saving, strength in numbers, more unified state college system

Opportunity for students

None

Provides a loss of jobs for professors who are released because of duplicate majors and programs.

Keep the Vermont university system solvent.

Ideally, if it's done right, a sustainable college system.

None.



What are the barriers to a successful transformation?

What are the barriers to a successful transformation?

Narrow focus and misguided purpose. Details in comments above.

Proper marketing and branding, and administrative layout. We need a catchy name, logo, mascot, and colors that past, present, and future
stakeholders can be proud of. Without it, it's NVU all over again with the POed alumni and divided student bodies. Please see "Other Comments" for
administrative points.

The disaggregated rpk data has not been supplied to faculty, even though requests to release that data have been made. It will be difficult to begin
to put together a unified academic plan without having all of the needed data.

closed minds (or maybe those who don't have creative responses to obstacles), people who haven't done research as to how the state systems in the
rest of the country work, lack of funding from the State Legislature, lack of marketing/publicity outside of Vermont when transition is complete.

Resistant faculty and staff, concern from students and parents that a purely financial move doesn’t protect their interests

The Chancellor's Office

This plan consistently values "efficiency" (doing things right) over effectiveness (doing the right thing). . The individual institutions within the VSCS
have a track record of delivering quality and accessible education while serving all of Vermont's communities. The proposed austerity-driven
transformation of the VSCS will negatively impact the ability to continue that success. The "problem" as clearly shown by the simple line graph in
Fig.26 on page 67 is affordability. The people of Vermont deserve leadership with the vision to recognize higher education as a public good worthy of
investment. The VSCS needs leaders who whole-heartedly support that vision.

The fact that while the administrative body may be for the merge, the students, alumni, and the majority of the university staff are strongly against
it.

lack of understanding and too much of a single goal such as only caring about money and nothing else.

Getting so big that the details get lost. Leadership and oversight is better distributed at all levels rather than concentrated in one removed central
office.

Pushing for each college/university to be “as one”, since each are unique. Also reducing or moving departments that are working well at each
college/university.

Many exceptional professors will leave making the brand of VSC lose prestige over time.

How are current students suppose to finish earning their degrees? Are all the faculty, staff, and professors going to be able to keep their jobs or are
they going to have to go elsewhere? For students and alumni, how are they suppose to pay loans and other expenses to their universities during the
transformation? If two of the three campuses close completely, will the third campus be able to handle the increased number of students, faculty,
and staff? What if current students (both those who live on and off campus) are unable to return to college because they have to travel further than
usual from home?

Executive level decision making that looks to consolidate schools in a system due to what is red and black in a ledger. Rushing to make a decision
like this because of potential legislation deadlines instead of taking an extended period of time and working with many people in each institution to
gather all of the factors that come into play before making a decision like this.

The concerns of your staff, faculty, alumni, and students.

The ability of the committee to listen to the communities the colleges are in.



What are the barriers to a successful transformation?

Rigid managerial system that relies on a corporate model of hierarchy and power. It is based on a model of domination, not partnership.
Fundamental to the progression of systems towards sustainability is the reliance on partnership as a model for management and administration. The
historical under-funding of higher education in VT and USA are tremendous obstacles.

Public opinion. Once the general public knows how badly the state has screwed up their educational funds they won't support it.

people thinking too small, mostly about survival of the university system

Unwillingness to give up separate campus identities. What are we going to do about logos, mascots, sports? And please, let's have an academic
(serious-looking) logo, not one like NVU that resembles a corporation rather than a university. We need to look like UVM, not a diploma mill.

I think the main barrier is buy-in. Faculty, Students, Staff....buy-in is everything. We are seeing so many colleges closing or shuttering programs.
There are so many concerns from faculty about what will exist after the transformation.

The barriers are many. First, all institutions are treated as if there were no differences. Each institution already has its own strengths and cultural
identity. We risk losing that. Another barrier is that the process is overly prescribed by the Chancellor's Office, in my opinion. Despite "listening
sessions" there appears to be a plan in place. Even the selection of the consultants chosen -- Page and NCHEMS -- were those with a history of
merging institutions.

Limited knowledge for students on future actual academic changes

Lack of guidance from leadership. More transparency is required. Individuals offices do not know how the merger will work at a person-to-person
level and who the various directors will be has led to a fair amount of confusion and distrust in the merger process.

Struggling through the territorialism, and protectiveness of local resources we are hearing about can be divisive.

Pay attention to what your students ACTUALLY want with their education and get rid of certain figures of authority.

Job opportunities lost.

Loss of students in schools because of students taking their funding to other schools. We do not pay for Vermont State University or the changes in
our campus. We pay for Castleton, for NVU, for VTC.

Taking away the things that draw students to the colleges. Be careful not to take away things that are why people want to attend to VT schools and
not somewhere else.

Too much input from non-stakeholding parties.

Unhappiness.



Are there other comments you would like to share?

Are there other comments you would like to share?

What are the core values undergirding this plan? I do not see mention of human values in the plan.

Vermont Tech is known for its Technical programs… I hope the name reflects this.

One struggle that I've seen on the NVU campuses since our mini-merge is the lack of leadership physically present. Students struggle to connect
with our Executive Team because they are constricted to their offices and bounce between both campuses, not really spending time at either. We
don't see them walking the halls or at the dining facilities. When we bring up infrastructure concerns, they can't believe our complaints. This is
because they don't see them. They aren't around to see the chipped paint, rusted railings, missing banners, or dangerous potholes. I ask that when
creating an administration for this new university model that there are Executive Team representatives (whether it's a Dean, a Provost, a President,
whoever) physically present on each of our campuses. There needs to be an executive voice for all of our diverse cultures who actually sees and
experiences what the students, faculty, and staff experience.

You should allow every student at every state college to participate in any sport at any of the state colleges. For example, a student at CCV who is
taking online classes or a Vermont Tech student in Randolph should be able to do triathlon at NVU and skiing at Castleton. This is especially
important for female students because sports are such an important part of personal growth for women. That is why Title IX is so important. Also, it
would be a way to accommodate students with disabilities. Some students need a lot of exercise, for their brain to work well. A lot of people are like
that. That is part of the purpose of high school and college sports. Exercise helps the brain work well short term, and it also helps with brain
development and neurogenesis. Also, a cross-college sports policy would help allow full participation by students with physical disabilities who are
limited in what sports they can do. Students with disabilities can participate more fully in sports if there are enough sports for them to choose from,
that there's one on the list that they're able to do. If students can participate in any sport offered in the state college system, that would help
students with disabilities be able to find one or two sports they can do.

State residents should vote in representatives who actually support education and are willing to fund it. I'm also dismayed at the turnover in
employees I've seen in the past 10 months - not sure if people are retiring, tacking advantage of other growth opportunities, or jumping ship prior to
the merger. High employee turnover is detrimental to success of an institution and the students.

I wish you all the best of luck with this transformation.

Giving one name to all these institutions and wiping away their individual identities is a mistake

This transformation is a joke and your "leadership" is why.

The plan's "vision" fails to embrace the potential of public higher education. Three examples: 1-Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. believed the goal of true
education should be "intelligence plus character." The Select Committee notes the goal of providing "skilled labor" but makes no mention of human
intelligence, no mention of the core values essential to the development of character. 2-Walt Whitman understood that "The role of those in power...
is to train [educate] communities … beginning with individuals and ending there again, to rule themselves.” And yet those in power place participation
in "democratic society" secondary to "preparing students for participation in the world of work." 3-Jane Goodall observes, "Bizarre, isn’t it, that the
most intellectual creature, surely, that’s ever lived on the planet, is destroying its only home... I truly believe, only when head and heart work in
harmony can we attain our true human potential." How can we even contemplate a "workplace-connected future" which ignores the climate crisis and
the persistent environmental degradation that threaten any future at all on our planet? How can we have a discussion about the future of higher
education that prioritizes "workforce development" but fails to even acknowledge the need for the development of "our true human potential"? Why
does VSCS leadership seem not to understand what these great minds so clearly articulate? These are my concerns for the future of education in
general: • Emphasis on STEM courses at the expense of the Humanities. • Emphasis on training workers at the expense of educating Citizens. •
Allowing corporate interests to hijack higher education at the expense of our Democracy. • A misguided push for austerity (in the guise of
transformation) at the expense of the Public Good. Eco-philosospher David Abram identifies the three greatest threats to humanity: "war, greed,
indifference." These existential problems will not be solved by austerity. They can be solved with investment in a vision of true education based on
core values - Human Intelligence plus Character.



Are there other comments you would like to share?

I understand that the Board is looking for a company to rebrand the merging schools, most of which have already rebranded in recent years. This will
be an expensive process and wasteful process. We have boxes of letterhead from prior to the rebrand that was turned into scrap paper. There's also
been a lot of upset around the identities of the individual schools within the larger merged entity, and we've been assured that each campus will be
able to keep its identity. Given that, why not leave the branding as-is? SUNY has 64 campuses, all of which have their own branding and name
conventions (https://www.suny.edu/attend/visit-us/complete-campus-list/). Some have SUNY in the name (SUNY Canton), some are identified as
SUNY campuses outside of the name (University at Buffalo: The State University of New York), and some make no mention of SUNY at all (Cayuga
Community College). If each campus kept its branding (maybe we could phase in "The Vermont State University" or whatever the new entity's name
is, like Buffalo), it would save the enormous costs of rebranding and might even assuage some folks' fears about losing our institutional identities.

leadership should be local control since that leads to success in the past and any overall single leadership leads to them always dropping some
schools from their attention. It is always the case in several examples around the state alone with that. Are any of the problems that have to lead
the VSC into these positions been addressed such as poor program management, lack of changing majors etc. been addressed otherwise in a few
years the system will be right back to this mess again.

I would certainly retain individual presidents at each campus, that is one way to distribute oversight and leadership.

A president should remain at each college/university to represent the institution. Then maybe there could be a board or individual that they
collaborate/meet with. Name wise, you could leave current names and adding “A Vermont State College” at the end or something of that nature.
Which allows for the same name, but now CU is part of something bigger, as are the other colleges/universities. As an alumni of Castleton
University, which was Castleton State College at the time of my graduation, name is very important as well an many other things that made my
decision in earning my degree there. As a student, I was looking at degree, location, size, and atmosphere/environment. Castleton marked all of
those boxes. It is a small university/college with a big heart and it should stay that way. Furthermore, I wouldn’t be where I am today if it were not
for the professors, and Natural Science Department as a whole. Keep what is working and collaborate to improve.

Castleton University should remain independent from the fusion of the Vermont State Colleges initiative.

How would the local communities around these colleges be affected by the transformation (examples: volunteering of college clubs, income to local
businesses, fulfilling the work force in the area)?

As an alumni, it is difficult watching the University change it’s name so many times in such a short time period. Although I understand the
circumstances, I do not feel good donating back to the university just yet knowing the funds are being used to change the name again and again.

To those actually making this decision at whatever upper levels it is being made at I say this, the goal of a university system should be offering
educational opportunities to its students. Unfortunately university systems are operated much like elderly care facilities, as businesses. I do
understand that a university cannot run without the money it takes to (insert list of operational needs here), but speak to the faculty and students
about where they think priorities should be when allocating funding. You might then find a better direction in which to steer the ship. An obvious
cornerstone of university systems is research and polling. I hope that this survey is a good-faith attempt at that and that the responses are truly
taken into account, not just a feel good measure taken for the sake of appearance. I say with pride that I graduated from Castleton University and I
will not be hung up on having to say something along the lines of "I graduated from VSU - Castleton" or something like that. I am a Spartan and I
think this point can be easily navigated in this conversation by pointing that aspect out to people on both sides of this debate. It can only be
successful though if the folks at the different institutions are gauged for their ideas of what makes the Vermont State University system what it is,
and what makes each individual university what it is and truly trying to combine those ideals. Obtain the buy in from the people on this ship and use
their input. Do not look at what is said on these surveys and say "that's nice, but people above my pay grade want to go in this other direction."
Think critically, don't be afraid to take the chance on doing what's right instead of what you feel that other people will be happy to see.

I think the current plan of combining of the Vermont State College system is flawed and will harm the established identity of Castleton.

According to our records in the Atmospheric Sciences Department, we have had 63 graduates in the past five years. This should be corrected in the
latest rpk report which incorrectly states that only 39 Atmos SciBS degrees have been awarded during this period.

I would encourage you to consider adopting a new model of leadership that is based on systems theory and optimizing innovation. Centralized
management models are not serving us, and they are rooted in historical traditions of domination and colonialism. You are not thinking creatively
about the administrative model, only prescribing creative solutions for the academic arm of the institutions. This is not a system-level approach.

When I was recruited I was told over and over Castleton was a small arts and science based university with a personal feel - I do not want a virtual
library I do not want a president that oversees 4 colleges nothing is personal about that - I am an out of state student there are no tuition programs
for me and the athletic fields and library as well as the dorms need updating

https://www.suny.edu/attend/visit-us/complete-campus-list/


Are there other comments you would like to share?

While we all want the "good" vermonters to stay, we have to acknowledge there are many bad people living here and people we don't want at our
institutions. By making these schools all into one, you're inviting many people in who should never be around a college campus, and you're pushing
away the ones who will excel. Lots of castleton students will tell you how weird it is to have 25-30 year olds with families creeping on them at a
party or around campus. It's already a bad place to be, don't make it worse.

There are various types of students and stakeholders that it would be wise to think about. Typical aged college students, non-traditional aged college
students looking for professional development, and also the communities and what they need for work force development. Where there's a worker
shortage, could influence what programs get offered. Also,VT needs to take more advantage of HRSA scholarships and loan repayment programs,
through the types of programs offered at our universities. Those are full ride scholarships and there are many HRSA designated areas in VT. That's a
huge source of potential revenue. But we would need to offer programs in the professions those scholarships are for. Which we should do anyway
because there are worker shortages in those professions. Psychotherapists (no program in our university system?), social workers (UVM has a
program), physician assistants (no program in our university system), nurse practitioners (no program in our university system), dentists (no program
in our university system). We're getting very little from the HRSA program just by not offering the types of programs that the grants pay for. That is a
mistake. We should have those programs in our university system. Having a combined university may allow us to pool resources to start programs
that are professions that are needed in Vermont and where students can use HRSA scholarships to attend.

I am a 77 year old degree student. For cost reasons, I have been working on finishing my BA at both Johnson and Lyndon for many years. I have
always felt that the schools make little effort to encourage older students. The "traditional" student mindset has seem cast in iron. I read in the press
about other schools that are more welcoming to us OWLs (Older Wiser Learners), while NVU just takes us for granted (although professors
appreciate us). Since the modern undergraduate is so reluctant to speak up in class, we are needed as catalysts. Give us a club, free tuition after 65,
and publicity (mugs and T-shirts?) There are more of us in Vermont every day. Use us...

In NH, we have the University System of NH -- but the universities of KSC, PSU, and UNH are still very different campuses with their own identities.
I truly feel that the re-naming to one name will take away so much of the history and legacy that the institutions hold dear. Additionally, we have a
FINE music education program and music program at CU with three full-time professors which is a reason that we are successful. I am struggling to
understand why NVU has no full time music program personnel and they just lost their "dept. head" and are still promoting a full music program. I
LOVE teaching at Castleton. I love being a part of the Castleton Way and bringing the Castleton Spirit to our students and faculty. I love the campus
and the community and am passionate about the amazing students of the CU Fine and Performing Arts Dept. and supporting them to become the
best musicians and music teachers they can be.

I feel that the transformation process, despite the claims and rhetoric, is not focused on student needs. I also think that the process is overly focused
on “workforce development” poorly defined. While it is extremely important that the VSC institutions prepare students for productive careers, it is
overly focused on projected employment needs in Vermont. In other words, the objective is to serve the “projected” needs of Vermont businesses not
to promote the best interests of the students, whose tuition, because of under-funding from the state, is the primary source of the system funding.
We have professional programs that prepare students for careers in related fields, but the liberal arts prepare students to be adaptable, critical
thinkers who could launch successful careers in a wide array of areas.

New name: Vermont State University. Stop the "brand bullying" from CU & its surrounding communities!

N/A

Castleton University, to its furthest extent, should be able to remain as independent as possible and retain its own identity. This institution, on all
quantifiable scales, contributes more into the Vermont State College system than any other institution. There has been word that data from each
college will be integrated so that numbers will operate as a single unit - it is imperative that all data, even under a single system, be tracked from
each institution.

RE: Branding/Naming - I like how other states have state college systems in which they use their locations as an indication of their differences. For
Instance: Vermont State College: Johnson or Vermont State University: Johnson.

Get rid of Jeff Bickford.. this is a request of students, faculty, and the community. This man is a major reason people are leaving the Johnson
Campus.

This transformation wasn’t the best idea ever. This is happening without our control. Not many people agreed with this. We will be pulling off funds to
attend Castleton if this did happen. We will let future students know that this is occurring. Parents will not like this merger because of increased
funds.



Are there other comments you would like to share?

I believe this has been done so the wrong way and it will lead to a larger lack in student body. After just a small survey from close students, many of
them are upset at the merger and all of which said if changes were so large and bold, moving schools is a large priority. I think the fact that the
students having 0 knowledge and say in where our money funds will lead to the demise of the system you all said would help.

"Castleton" has a lot of name recognition, such as when successful professionals talk glowingly about their student experiences there. You need to
keep "Castleton" in the name. "Vermont State College at Castleton," for example. Don't remove the "Castleton" name. That would make it harder to
attract students. There are some things about "Castleton" that are legendary. Like the Tom Heffernan era of the Nordic ski program. You lose
legendary status if you drop the word "Castleton" from the name. That is just my opinion from having grown up in NH hearing about "Castleton."
"Castleton" is famous in a very positive way. The small, rural, reasonably priced state college with excellent academics, very friendly and respectful
staff, and awesome though humble athletic opportunities. A quietly awesome place, awesome by having very high quality things to offer, not by
being high-pressure. People fell in love with what they were doing, developed solid knowledge and skills, and made life-long friendships there.
Castleton's athletic training program is at the cutting edge of the field. People speak more highly of "Castleton" than they do of "Dartmouth" on
average, in NH, and "Dartmouth" is in NH. You need to have the word "Castleton" in the name.

I know that the Chancellor has assured us that this ship has sailed, but I can’t resist, so…. Whenever I think about the future of the VSCS, which is
often, I always conclude that the best course of action for the VSCS is to implement the third option suggested by the Select Committee on the
Future of Higher Education in Vermont in its December 4, 2020, report. That option calls for Castleton University to remain Castleton University and
to continue to have its own president. It also calls for Castleton University to embrace the administrative consolidation and academic realignment
recommended by the report. I think this option is best for CU and for the system for these reasons: 1. I agree with President Dave Wolk that the
Castleton University “brand” is important. I prefer the word “reputation.” We are known inside and outside of Vermont as a friendly, student-centered
institution where the virtues of kindness, honesty, and decency are valued and promoted. We have tried to express that spirit in the phrase “the
Castleton way.” Dave tried to capture it in the line, “the small college with a big heart.” This reputation matters because so many of our students
come from small high schools and the prospect of going to college with hundreds, and maybe thousands, of other people can be unbelievably
intimidating. You probably know Darren Perron. He is a reporter and news presenter for WCAX. Darren applied to only one college when he was a
senior in high school. That college was Castleton. He knew he could thrive here, and he did. He is not the only student who has had this experience.
From the students who have wanted to be high school teachers and coaches to the students who have wanted to be nurses in delivery rooms and
cancer wards, Castleton has been a welcoming institution that lets them know that we will help them fulfill their dreams. If Castleton University
becomes a part of a larger institution, how do we know that it will keep its present reputation and appeal? We might well be seen as just a non-
descript part of a new university, not any different from all the other parts, a victim of bureaucratic standardization. “The branch with a big heart”
won’t do much for our enrollment, that’s for sure. Why force Castleton to abandon its reputation, when it’s so easy to keep it? We can retain the
name AND be part of Vermont State University. Our letterhead might look something like CASTLETON UNIVERSITY, a member of the Vermont
State University System. Sounds good to me. 2. I also think Castleton University should have its own president. The president represents the
institution. He or she speaks for the university to our students, staff, faculty, alumni, and supporters in the area and around the state. The president
promotes and insures the health and welfare of the university. The report suggests that in place of a president, the university will have a “campus
CEO.” Well, what will the duties of this person be? If the campus CEO has the same duties as our current president, then why not call the campus
CEO a president? And if the campus CEO does not have the same duties, then what duties does he or she NOT have? Moreover, I strongly believe
that someone who is only responsible for Castleton University will have a deeper concern for it and more time to advance its mission than someone
who is responsible for three or four institutions. After all, there are only so many hours in a day. I should mention that I do not expect the president
to have the same salary and benefits that previous presidents have had. Given the financial problems of the VSCS, serving as the president of
Castleton University would have to be seen as an act of love. I think there are a number of talented people who would be willing to do this. They
would be following the example of Edwin Colodny, who served as interim president of UVM during its difficult days either for no salary or a very
modest one. 3. Keeping the names and presidents of the three universities will cut back on the conflicts that are bound to occur between the
chancellor and the presidents. It will be clear that the presidents preside over the institutions and the chancellor presides over the system and the
presidents. If there are only two presidents, as the report recommends, and one of them presides over a two-year institution, I think the president of
VSU will want to take over more and more of the duties assigned to the Chancellor in the report. Most of the chancellor’s duties apply to VSU, not
CCV, and because the president of VSU is responsible for the direction and welfare of VSU, that president will want a stronger and stronger voice in
deciding what the tasks and destiny of VSU will be. “Who’s in charge here?” will become an increasingly troublesome question. I fear that the
preceding paragraph makes me seem jaded. I’m not. I am, however, experienced. I have been associated with Castleton and the VSC for over 50
years. I have worked with many presidents and chancellors. Conflicts among them are inevitable, but the more we can do to minimize those
conflicts, the better. Option 3 will do that. Option 1, the one presently in favor, will not. Thank you for reading my long comment. I appreciate it. All
the best.

For the people designing the new portal, please allow the option for two-factor authentication (2FA) when logging in to the new portal.

I just finished reading the Chancellor's latest "update." I did not see the phrase "quality education" indicated anywhere in that message. Just
wondering if delivering a quality education to our students is still part of our VSC mission. If so, why is it never mentioned?

I think, for the sake of faculty sanity, it would be prudent to have some sort of preliminary statement about how the reorganization will affect hiring,
particularly part timers. Obviously, some consolidation and elimination of redundancy will mean some job losses, but it would be nice to know how
integration may affect long time part time faculty who have been teaching at a particular institution.



End of Report

Are there other comments you would like to share?

In reading the Select Committee’s Report, there are multiple references to teaching more classes online so that students from each campus can
take the same class simultaneously and avoid duplicate classes. After 3 semesters of online/Zoom classes, I think it has been well established that
most students do not learn well this way. Students also do not choose to go to residential campuses to stay within their room and take classes.
Barring Covid restrictions in the fall and beyond, students need to be in a classroom the vast majority of the time and in front of a professor. As the
parent of an out-of-state student, paying higher tuition and room & board, I can tell you that if a significant percentage of classes are planned to be
remote that will not be a viable situation for my son. There’s also the concern that there will be a reduction in class offerings and majors. My concern
is that even if students can finish out the majors being eliminated, they will likely be impacted by exiting faculty. A significant concern I have is that
you are not considering the brand recognition that currently exists with all of your institutions, especially Castleton University. It has a long-reaching,
positive reputation known throughout the country, thanks, in part, to students who come here for sports. They also have international students who
bring home their experiences and share with others in their country – which may encourage others to attend Castleton. Professors include Fulbright
Scholars. Employers know the quality of its graduates. Castleton has been around for 234 years. It is obviously doing something right. If you make
the Castleton name just a location suffix in a generic VSU name, all this history, name recognition and reputation will be lost. NVU has already gone
thru a rebranding less than 3 years ago. As I’ve heard and read, it is still feeling the repercussions of their name change. If you change their name
again, not only will you experience that same identity issue and confusion, you will have wasted all the money that has already been spent on
rebranding. I don’t know a lot about Vermont Tech but from what I have read and listened to on your forums and board meetings, they are quite
unique and very well respected for their curriculum. Why would you want to ignore this and change their name? With rebranding comes expense.
The reason for the merger is financial. Why spend millions of dollars when you already have established brands within your system? This money can
be spent where you most need it: attract and increase enrollment, offer scholarships, etc. There is no reason why the transformation cannot be
accomplished without changing the names of each school. I think a lot of hesitancy toward the merger is what has occurred with NVU over the past
few years. As two separate colleges, their struggles led to the merger to NVU. Not more than 2 years later, with continued financial woes and
declining enrollment, the previous chancellor felt there was no other option but to close these campuses. Understanding more money will be infused
by the state and cost reductions will help but what is the proposal to increase enrollment to maintain the viability of the programs? Is it just more
affordable tuition? If the student population in VT is getting smaller, perhaps additional attention to getting more out of state students, who bring in a
larger tuition payment, should be considered to maintain the viability of the state universities. It would bring additional money to the schools and to
the community and potentially result in students remaining in VT after graduation, becoming residents in the state and contributing to the growth of
the economy. Money that would be spent on rebranding could be used to have more interaction with high school guidance counselors within VT and
other states to encourage students to attend VT state universities by promoting the outstanding education and value they can offer. A big part of
keeping schools viable is STUDENTS! I understand that the primary intent of a state university is to educate its residents at a reasonable cost. I’m
sure adding out-of-state students are a financial benefit but may not be a focus. My son selected Castleton because of its program, its reputation, its
history, its commitment to students, small class sizes, faculty relationships, football program and coaches, the beautiful outdoors and the general
feel of belonging he felt when he walked on campus. You shouldn’t discount or dismiss this. One-size-fits-all is not what attracts students. That’s
why each of these schools has a separate identity. You can still make necessary financial cuts and implement one set of policies and procedures for
all and still keep each school’s identity. If not, they become impersonal and generic. Each university meets the needs of its community as well. You
don’t want to lose those attributes. I know you will be hiring a team to implement these changes. You need educational experts for this transition –
someone to make tough decisions. If a campus or satellite location must close to keep the state university system flourishing, then do it. Otherwise,
you will be right back here in another few years. A long term plan is definitely necessary along with administrative consolidation but not at the
detriment of students. Keeping each school’s identity and brand reduces rebranding expense and avoids the loss of reputation and recognition. I also
hope that each campus will retain a presence of qualified staff and administration in each department. There are many things students need to talk
with staff about in person. You lose that personal touch speaking with someone on the phone or on a Zoom call. This entire merger is a huge
undertaking and while it is essential to be completed as quickly as possible, it does seem rushed. It is my hope that everything will be thought out
completely and prepared in a manner that will lead to immediate success upon implementation. We’ve already seen that the previous NVU merger
did not solve the issues. Even if finances are consolidated, I strongly believe that it would be prudent to have each campus report financials
separately so that you can identify what works and what does not. Putting it all together makes it difficult to identify needed adjustments in a
particular location. Thank you for all the time and work you and the Select Committee has put into this transformation. I hope my concerns and
comments will be considered.

Students and parents especially need to be put in the loop, not left out. More money is going to be lost due to the lack of communication and the
behind the scenes work going on. We were originally told it would be 2024 which would be my senior year, and now it is apparently 2023 which
would be directly in the middle of my career. As someone who graduated high school in 2020 during Covid, and started as a freshman in college in
Covid, it is really upsetting to see that I'm also going to be screwed over for my junior and senior years of college.

I believe this idea has been put forth before, but given the beauty of our Johnson (and Lyndon) campus(es), I think there is significant revenue to be
raised by renting out our venue(s) for weddings and other special events. Please see this article for ideas:
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2019/11/college-campuses-wedding-venues/601792/

https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2019/11/college-campuses-wedding-venues/601792/



