
Minutes of the VSC Board of Trustees meeting Friday, March 24, 2017—APPROVED 
June 20, 2017 
 
The VSC Board of Trustees held a regular meeting on Friday, March 24, 2017 in the Stearns 
Performance Space at Johnson State College. 
 
Board Members present: Martha O’Connor (Chair), Jerry Diamond, Lynn Dickinson, Morgan 
Easton, Kraig Hannum, Tim Jerman, Bill Lippert, Karen Luneau, Linda Milne, Mike Pieciak (by 
phone), Aly Richards 
 
Absent: Church Hindes, Chris Macfarlane, Jim Masland 
 
From the Chancellor’s Office: Kevin Conroy, Chief Information Officer 

Todd Daloz, Associate General Counsel 
Elaine Sopchak, Administrative Director 

     Jeb Spaulding, Chancellor 
     Sophie Zdatny, General Counsel 
     Yasmine Ziesler, Chief Academic Officer 
 
From the colleges: 

Kate Abdel-Fatah, Student, Johnson State College 
Shavonna Bent, Student, Johnson State College 
Matt Boardman, Student, Johnson State College 
Bobbi Jo Carter, Associate Dean of Distance Learning, Johnson State College 
Henrique Cezar, Associate Professor of Business and Economics, Johnson State College 
Jonathan Davis, Dean of Students, Lyndon State College 
Barb Flathers, Vice President, VSCUP 
Jennifer Harris, Executive Director of Development and Alumni Affairs, Lyndon State 
College 
Penny Howrigan, Associate Dean of Enrollment, Johnson State College 
JoAnn Lamore, Assistant Academic Dean, Johnson State College 
Ken Leslie, Professor of Fine Arts, Johnson State College 
Gonzo Macabeo, Student, Johnson State College 
Karen Madden, Director of Academic Support Services, Johnson State College 
Barbara Martin, Dean of Administration, CCV 
Tyler McInnis, Student, Lyndon State College 
Dana Mitchell, Student, Lyndon State College 
Bill Morison, Assistant Professor of Business, Lyndon State College 
Cecila North, Executive Assistant to the President, Johnson State College 
Jay Paterson, Dean of Student Affairs, Vermont Technical College 
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Lauren Philie, Director of Development and Alumni, Johnson State College 
Sylvia Plumb, Executive Director of Communications, Lyndon State College 
Dennis Proulx, Dean of Students, Castleton University 
Shelly Rosten, Student, Johnson State College 
Sharron Scott, Dean of Administration, Johnson State College 
Dotty Spoerl, IT Director, Johnson State College 
Danielle Spring, Conferences & Events Director, Johnson State College 
Toby Stewart, Controller, Johnson State College 
Lit Tyler, Dean of Administration, Vermont Technical College 
Beth Walsh, President, VSCUP 
Brendan Walsh, Student, Johnson State College 
Heather Weinstein, Dean of Students, CCV 
Melissa Weinstein, Web & Digital Communications Manager, Johnson State College  
Michele Whitmore, Dean of Students, Johnson State College 

 
Guests:  Mary Collins, Alumna, Johnson State College 
  Carina Driscoll, Director of Vermont Woodworking School 
  John Kascenska, Alumnus, Lyndon State College 

Jennifer St Jean, State of Vermont Office of Veterans Affairs 
Amanda Tingaud, Programs Coordinator, Vermont Woodworking School 

 
 
Chair O’Connor called the meeting to order at 1:45 p.m. President Collins introduced Johnson 
State College staff and updated the Board on the progress of unification so far. Slides from her 
presentation are attached to these minutes. 
 
President Collins reviewed the timeline for unification, funding sources, human resources hired 
and currently being recruited, the NEASC timeline, the new NVU mission and vision, planning 
model, proposed governance, programming, and communications, as further outlined in the 
attached slides. 
 
In addition, the Johnson State College Choral Singers performed, there was a student panel 
presentation and an alumni panel presentation, and a presentation by the Vermont Woodworking 
School.  
 
At 4:30 p.m. Chair O'Connor adjourned the meeting for dinner, to be reconvened next morning 
at 8:30 a.m. 
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Founded as
Johnson Academy

Changes mission
to become a

Vermont Normal School,
a college for teachers. 

1911
Founded as a

Vermont Normal School,
a college for teachers.

1962
Expands offerings

and becomes
 Lyndon State College,

a liberal arts college.

Expands offerings
and becomes 

Johnson State College,
a liberal arts college.

August 2018
NVU welcomes its first 
students, the class of 2022

July 1, 2018

Opens its doors!

Northern Vermont
University

NVU
The Road to
Unification

September 2016
Vermont State Colleges 
Board of Trustees votes to 
approve Chancellor 
Spaulding’s recommenda-
tion that Johnson State and 
Lyndon State unify into a 
single university with two 
campuses, under a single 
administration.

November 2016
VSC Board approves the 
name Northern Vermont 
University for the name of 
the unified entity

March 2017
VSC Board votes on NVU 
Mission Statement

July 2017
Elaine Collins becomes 
president of a unified 
administration for Lyndon 
and Johnson

August 2017
NVU website and brand 
launches

September 2017
NEASC review/submission 
of Substantive Change 
Proposal for NVU

Dec 2017/Jan 2018
Completion of NVU 
Strategic Plan

Feb/March 2018
Final authorization from the 
Dept. of Education for 
financial aid

May 2018
151st Commencement of 
Johnson State College - 
105th Commencement of 
Lyndon State College

2016 - 18

One shared future.
Two unique histories.
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UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS, CERTIFICATES, ETC.
Art (BA)
Biology:  Field Naturalist (BA)
Biology (BS) w/concentrations in:
   Pre-Med
Business (BA) w/concentrations in:
   Hospitality Tourism Management
   Marketing
   Social Entrepreneurship
Communications & Community Media (BA) 
   w/concentrations in:
   Photojournalism
   Print & Web Community Journalism
   Public Relations
Health Sciences (BS) w/a concentration in:
   Physical Education (licensure)
Media Arts (BA & BFA)
Music Performance & Music Education (BA)  

w/licensure
Music (BA) w/concentrations in:
   Creative Pathways
   Vocal Performance
   Instrumental Performance
Musical Theater (BA)
Outdoor Education (BA) w/a concentration in:
   Environmental Education
Outdoor Education Certifications in:
    ACCT Level 1 Practitioner
Political Science (BA) w/a concentration in:
   Criminal Justice
Professional Studies (BA)  

[currently available only through EDP]
Psychology (BA) w/concentration in:
   Health & Sport Psychology
Studio Arts (BFA)
Technical Theater (AA)
Theater & Drama (BA) 

Unified Arts licensure (BA) in:
   Art Education
   Dance Education
   Music Education
   Physical Education
   Theater Arts Education
Wellness & Alternative Medicine (BS)
Woodworking and Furniture Making (AA & BFA)

GRADUATE PROGRAMS
Counseling: Addictions (MA)
Counseling: Clinical Mental Health (MA)
Counseling: General (MA)
Counseling: School Counseling (MA)
Education: Applied Behavioral Analysis (MA)
Education: Curriculum & Instruction, Middle Level (5-9) (MA)
Education: Curriculum & Instruction, Unified
   Arts (art, dance, music, theater arts) (MA)
Education: Foundations of Education (MA)
Certificate of Advance Graduate Studies
Studio Arts (MFA) (low residency or campus-based)

DISTANCE LEARNING PROGRAMS
Wellness and Alternative Medicine (BS)
Professional Studies (BA)
Interdisciplinary Studies (BA)
Psychology (BA)
Business (BA)
Childhood Education (BA-Hybrid)

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS, CERTIFICATES, ETC.
Atmospheric Sciences (BS) w/concentrations in:
   Broadcasting
   Climate Change
   Graduate School
   National Weather Service/Military
   Private Industry
Cinema Production (BA & AA)
   Gaming Design
Climate Change Science (BS)
Computer Information Systems (BS) 
   w/concentrations in:
   Information Technology
   Software Engineering
Computing (AS)
Electronic Journalism Arts (BS & AS)
Exercise Science (BS) w/concentrations in:
   Pre-Professional Athletic Training
   Self-Designed
Exercise Science Certifications through ACSM in:
   Certified Personal Trainer

   Health & Fitness Specialist
   Program Accreditation
Exercise Science Certifications through NSCA:
   Certified personal Trainer
   Certified Strength and Conditioning Specialist
Graphic Design (BFA & BA)
Mountain Recreation Management (BS & AS) w/a 
   concentration in:
   Mountain Resort Management
Mountain Recreation Management Certifications in:
   Outdoor Emergency Care
   State of VT Life Apprentice Level 1
   Certificates of Completion
   Geographic Information Systems (ESRI)
Music Business and Industry (BS & AS) w/ 
   concentrations in:
   Music Management
   Music & Self Promotion
Photography (AS)
Pre-Nursing (AS)
Psychology:  4 + 1 to a Master’s in Mental Health  
   Counseling {Also listed on shared document.}
Global Studies (BA) w/concentrations in:
   Anthropology/Sociology
   History
Visual Arts (AS)
Visual Communications (AS)

GRADUATE PROGRAMS
Education:  K-12 Reading/English Language Arts Specialist (MA) 
Education:  Educational Technology (MA)
Liberal Studies:  Content Area (MA)
Liberal Studies:  Interdisciplinary (MA)
Liberal Studies:  Multidisciplinary (MA)
Liberal Studies:  Secondary Education (MA)
Mental Health Counseling (MS)

DISTANCE LEARNING PROGRAMS
Early Childhood Education

 PROGRAMS UNIQUE TO JOHNSON

 PROGRAMS UNIQUE TO LYNDON














